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Shirl has been a Bedner customer forever, and kindly
invited us for a visit to her home in Upper St. Clair.
Living there for the past 43 years, she has planted
everything and watched the garden evolve. Her
property is 9,000 square yards with multiple large
landscape beds. The plants are 90% perennials, trees
and shrubs, with some room for bright annual
plantings. She also has a number of container gardens
all around the house.



Design Elements:

Shirl's garden design style is a natural look.
What is a natural landscape design? It's
relaxing and informal, with gentle curving lines,
rather than strict, straight lines. It incorporates
some large boulders, as well as plenty of fun for
the birds, with multiple feeders and bird baths.



Design Elements:

Shirl's favorite plants are rhododendrens, white
hydrangeas, and impatiens. There are many
ferns and spiderwort plants that have seeded
and made homes there. She has divided the
hydrangeas, daylilies and hostas to replant
over the years.



Front of the House:

One of the first things we
really admired was the
huge tricolor beech tree,
pictured on the right. The
leaves have interestingly
reverted to no
variegation at the top
half. 



Front of the House:

On the corner of the
house is a beautiful white
birch tree, along with
hostas and
rhododendren. The
mature trees on the
property provide plenty
of shade.



Front of the House:

Hydrangeas, daylilies,
ornamental grasses, and
spiderwort have taken
the place of a large bed
that used to be all
pachysandra.



Front of the House:

Container gardens
welcome guests at the
front door.



Side of the House:

Balloon flower, with
hydrangeas in the
background



Side of the House:

Oakleaf hydrangeas, and
a gorgeous river birch
tree.



Side of the House:

Dipladenia in a
container, accompanying
a frog on the bench.
Dipladenia is a tropical,
full sun annual.



Side of the House:

Another container garden
with begonias and
solanum. The bright,
yellow variegation of the
solanum looks great as a
spiller in just about any
container garden.



Side of the House:

Another angle of the
oakleaf hydrangea. This
one looks like 'Ruby
Slippers'. They have great
interest all year with
flowers, fall color and
exfoliating bark.



Side of the House:

Playful frogs greet guests
at the steps to the back
patio. A hosta is pictured
in the back left and coral
bells to the right, along
with a colorful mosaic
stepping stone.



Side of the House:

Half wall baskets adorn
each side of the garage,
each with a begonia,
coleus, and solanum.



Back Patio:

This was a welcoming
oasis with a waterfall,
comfortable seating and
a dining table with
umbrella. Cut hydrangea
blooms decorated the
table.



Back Patio:

A perfect spot to do
some yoga! This frog
meditates at the base of
the waterfall. Colorful
impatiens can be seen in
the background.



Back Patio:

Shirl loves caladiums, and
has tucked them in along
some perennial ferns and
hostas. Caladiums don't
flower, nor do they need
to. The beautiful,
variegated leaves are
the show!



Back Patio:

Another frog doing yoga!
He has just the right spot,
in the shade that the
bacopa in this container
provides.



Back Patio:

Shirl's waterfall provides
soothing sounds for the
patio. Multiple bird
feeders hang in the back. 



Back Patio:

Brunnera - a shade
perennial with great
variegation, blue flowers
in spring, and rough
leaves that the deer tend
to stay away from.



Back Patio:

A few container gardens
with caladiums and
begonias. The mix of
caladium leaf sizes and
shapes works great
together. 



Back Patio:

Caladiums and impatiens
are tucked in amongst
the perennial ground
covers and landscape
rocks.



Back Patio:

The container garden in
the front has begonia,
solanum, and hypoeste. In
the back is begonia,
hypoeste and a double
flowering calibrachoa.



Shirl's love of gardening,
frogs, and birds is evident
from her garden. She has
incorporated unique
items to express her style,
while creating a
welcoming retreat to
visitors, (and birds!).



Thank you Shirl!


