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Our visit to Tammy's house was a gift of time to
stop and literally "smell the roses". She held
quite a few up to my nose that I had never
known smelled so good. Her love of gardening,
especially for cut and fragrant flowers, just
radiated as she spoke. She knows her plants
well, and grows a unique variety that she uses
to create beautiful bouquets.



A huge inspiration for Tammy's gardens is Erin
Benzakein, from Floret Flower Farm in
Washington state. Erin is Floret’s founder and is
considered one of the nation’s leading “farmer-
florists”—a term used to describe those who
specialize in both growing and designing with
seasonal flowers.



Raised Beds:

We started our tour in
an area where there
are six raised beds, 
4' x 10'. 

Each one has it's own
theme, and she's
planted them all from
seed.



Raised Beds:

The perennial bed has
delphinium, yarrow,
poppy (pictured here in
spring), chocolate
laceflower, nigella, and
more.



Raised Beds:

The "filler" bed has
celosia, amaranth,
cosmos, red leaf basil,
and an interesting red
leaf cotton plant that
gets pink flowers. Tammy
likes to use these in her
flower arrangements.



Raised Beds:

There is an edible raised
bed with veggies. It
includes an adorable tiny
cherry tomato that she
actually uses in
arrangements too.

Another bed is primarily
for dahlias and zinnia.



Raised Beds:

There is a "cool" bed,
with all cool colors, as
well as a "summer" bed,
full of cheerful sunflowers
and summer flowering
plants.



Gardenia:

A gardenia sits on the
back patio, providing
wonderful fragrance. She
has had this one for
several years, bringing it
inside for the winter.



David Austin Roses:
Tammy said that though roses
can be more challenging to
grow, she still loves them. He
mother-in-law is originally from
England, and has inspired her
love for English garden roses.
She has eight David Austin's-- 2
Munstead Wood, Royal Jubilee,
Wedgewood Rose (climber),
Lichfield Angel, Tranquility,
Princess Margareta, and Lady of
Shallot.



Edibles:

Besides the raised bed
with kale, tomatoes, and
more, Tammy also has a
nice grapevine growing
over an arbor, a fig tree,

and a berry patch with
black raspberries and
blueberries. She likes to
make fresh stuffed grape
leaves.



Edibles:

Ficus carica
'Chicago Hardy'



Edibles:

Blackberries



Back of house:

Tammy's favorite spot is in the
back of the house, a bed that
used to be full of mint. After the
laborious task of removing the
mint, she now has a mock orange,

honeywort, helleborus, lavender,
geranium, sea holly, lamb's ear,
white autumn clematis, white
echinacea, anemone, salvia, and
bugbane. The flowers here are
mostly white, with some silver, blue
and dark purple.



Back of house:

A solar lantern adorns the
bed, in remembrance of
her dog that passed
away.



Back Patio:

Sea holly 'Jade Frost'



Back Patio:

The black, lacey leaves of
this elderberry contrast
nicely against the
painted brick of the
house.



Front of house:

Seeds for this mimosa
tree came from Florida.

The flowers have a lovely,
soft floral fragrance. 



Front of house:

Solomon's seal and hosta
do nicely in this shady
spot of the house.



Front of house:
Oaklead hydrangeas and
a recently planted
contorted filbert behind
it. The contorted filbert
will fill in the space,

getting about 5-6' tall.



Arrangements:

A beautiful bouquet made
by Tammy this past
spring, all from her
garden. 



We discussed the
patience that gardening
requires. Tammy
reminded me of the
saying about perennials--
"the first year they sleep,
the second year the
creep, the third year they
leap." A garden is always
evolving.



Thank you Tammy!


